Readings and the Sanctoral Cycle
Respecting the harmony of the Order of Readings
Like the Order for Sundays and the solemnities of the Lord, then, the weekday
Order of Readings is governed by similar application of the principles of harmony
and of semi continuous reading, especially in the case of seasons with their own
distinctive character.
The cycle for the weekdays of Advent, the Christmas season, and the Easter
season is also yearly and the readings thus remain the same each year. For the
thirty-four weeks of Ordinary Time, the gospel readings are arranged in a single
cycle, repeated each year. But the ﬁrst reading is arranged in a two-year cycle and
is thus read every other year. Year I is used during odd-numbered years; Year II,
during even-numbered years.
Readings for the sanctoral cycle
Two groups of readings are provided for celebrations of the saints:
1. The Proper of Saints provides the ﬁrst group, for solemnities, feasts, or
memorials and particularly when there are proper texts for such celebrations.
Sometimes in the Proper, however, there is a reference to the most appropriate
among the texts in the Commons as the one to be given preference.
2. The commons of Saints provide the second, more extensive group of readings.There are, ﬁrst, appropriate texts for the diﬀerent classes of saints (martyrs,
pastors, virgins, etc.), then a great many texts that deal with holiness in general.
These are for alternative use whenever the Commons are indicated as the
source for the choice of readings.
The arrangement of weekday readings provides texts for every day of the week
throughout the year. In most cases, therefore, these readings are to be used on
their assigned days, unless a solemnity, feast, or memorial with proper readings
occurs.
The one using the Order of Readings for weekdays must check to see whether one
reading or another from the same biblical book will have to be omitted because
of some celebration occurring during the week.With the plan of readings for the
entire week in mind, the priest in that case arranges to omit the less signiﬁcant
selections or suitably combines them with other readings, if they contribute to an
integral view of a particular theme.
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Practical Points

• Reviewing the calendar a month
ahead of time will allow good
planning, and an opportunity to
advise readers of any changes
to the regular weekday readings
necessitated by the Sanctoral
cycle
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4. Who is most directly involved in these matters, e.g.
liturgical ministers?
What formation/information is necessary to engage them in
the renewal of current practice?

5. How will the assembly be engaged in the process?
What, in particular, needs addressing at Sunday and/or
weekday celebrations?

6. How will you know whether the formation has worked?

1. What is good about current practice?
What concerns do you have?

2. In what ways does the documentation afﬁrm or challenge
your current practice?

3. Prioritise the issues you have identiﬁed.

Questions for Groups

