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Lectionary 
General Introduction

PROLOGUE

Chapter I 
General Principles for the Liturgical Celebration of the word of God

1.  PRELIMINARIES

a  Importance of the word of God in a liturgical celebration
1.  Vatican Council II,1 the teaching of the popes,2 and various postconciliar documents of 

the Roman congregations3 have already made many excellent statements about the im-
portance of the word of God and about reestablishing the use of Scripture in every cel-
ebration of the liturgy. The Introduction of the 1969 edition of the Order of Readings for 
Mass has clearly stated and briefly explained some of the more important principles.4

On the occasion of this new edition of the Order of Readings for Mass, requests have 
come from many quarters for a more detailed exposition of the same principles, In re-
sponse, this expanded and more helpful arrangement of the Introduction first gives a 
general statement on the close relationship between the word of God and the liturgical 
celebration,5 then deals in greater detail with the word of God in the celebration of Mass, 
and, finally, explains the precise structure of the Order of Readings for Mass.

b  Terms used to refer to the word of God
2.  For the sake of clear and precise language on this topic, a definition of terms might well 

be expected as a prerequisite. Nevertheless this Introduction will simply use the same 
terms employed in conciliar and postconciliar documents. Furthermore it will use ‘sacred 
Scripture’ and ‘word of God’ interchangeably throughout when referring to the books 
written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, thus avoiding any confusion of language 
or meaning.6

c  Significance of the word of God in the liturgy
3.  The many riches contained in the one word of God are admirably brought out in the 

different kinds of liturgical celebrations and liturgical assemblies, This takes place as the 
unfolding mystery of Christ is recalled during the course of the liturgical year, as the 
Church’s sacraments and sacramentals are celebrated, or as the faithful respond individu-
ally to the Holy Spirit working within them.7 For then the liturgical celebration, based 
primarily on the word of God and sustained by it, becomes a new event and enriches the 
word itself with new meaning and power. Thus in the liturgy the Church faithfully adheres 
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