Eucharistic Processions
72. When the Eucharist is carried through the streets in a solemn procession with
singing, the Christian people give public witness of faith and devotion towards
the sacrament.
It is for the local Ordinary, however, to judge whether this is opportune in
today’s circumstances, and to determine the time, place, and order of such
processions, so that they may be conducted with dignity and without loss of
reverence to the sacrament.
73. The annual procession on the feast of Corpus Christi, or on an appropriate
day near this feast, has a special importance and meaning for the pastoral life
of the parish or city. It is therefore desirable to continue this procession, in
accordance with the law, when today’s circumstances permit and when it can
truly be a sign of common faith and adoration.
In the principal districts of large cities there may be additional Eucharistic
processions for pastoral reasons at the discretion of the local Ordinary. If the
procession cannot be held on the feast of Corpus Christi, it is ﬁtting to hold
some kind of public celebration for the entire city or its principal districts in
the cathedral church or other appropriate places.
74. It is ﬁtting that a Eucharistic procession begin after the Mass in which the
host to be carried in the procession has been consecrated. A procession may
also take place, however, at the end of a lengthy period of public adoration.
75. Eucharistic processions should be arranged in accordance with local customs
concerning the decoration of the streets and the order followed by the
participants. In the course of the procession there may be stations where
the Eucharistic blessing is given, if this custom is in eﬀect and is of pastoral
advantage. Songs and prayers should be so directed that all proclaim their faith
in Christ and direct their attention to the Lord alone.
76. The priest who carries the Blessed Sacrament may wear the vestments used
for the celebration of Mass if the procession takes place immediately afterward,
or he may vest in a white cope.
77. Lights, incense, and the canopy under which the priest carrying the Blessed
Sacrament walks should be used in accordance with local customs.
78. It is ﬁtting that the procession should go from one church to another.
Nevertheless, if local circumstances require, the procession may return to the
same church where it began.
79. At the end of the procession Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament should
be given in the church where the procession ends or at another appropriate
place. Then the Blessed Sacrament is reposed.
Eucharistic Processions is extracted from Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharist outside Mass ©
1974 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
It is one of the resources produced by the Liturgy Oﬃce of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales for the Year of the Eucharist.
Other resources are available at www.liturgyoﬃce.org.uk/Resources

Liturgy
Office
ENGLAND
& WA L E S

