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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Year A

First Reading� Ezekiel 37:12-14
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, 
and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 
shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is 
the Lord who speaks.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm� Ps 129. v.7

±	With the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption.

1	 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading.  ±

2	 If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you.  ±

3	 My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.)  ±

4	 Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity.  ±
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Second Reading� Romans 8:8-11
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, 
are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, 
unless you possessed the Spirit of Christyou would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead 
it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; 
and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from 
the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation� Jn 11:25. 26

	 Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
who ever believes in me will never die. 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

Gospel� John 11:1-45
I am the resurrection and the life.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and 
Martha, and he was ill. – It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the 
Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. *The sisters sent this mesage to Jesus, ‘Lord, the 
man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s 
glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’* The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted tostone 
you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied:

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 
A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 
because he has the light of this world to see by; 
but if he walks at night he stumbles, 
because there is no light to guide him’.

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said 
to him ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of 
Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for 
your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – 
known as the Twin - said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’

*On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already.* Bethany is only about 
two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over 
their brother. *When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting  in 
the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, 
even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus toher ‘will rise again.’ 
Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:
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‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. 
Do you believe this?’

‘Yes Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 
world.’*

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here 
and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into 
the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house 
sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there.

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, 
*Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ 
They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there 
were some whoremarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s 
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, 
‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him ‘Lord by now he will smell; The fourth day.’ Jesus replied ‘Have 
I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said:

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me. 
But I speak 
for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his 
feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let 
him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A

Notes

If you have catechumens in the group, then you may celebrate the 3rd Scrutiny on this Sunday. If your ses-
sion is prior to the Sunday, you may wish to prepare for the ritual elements in the scrutiny. However don’t 
‘over prepare’ as the liturgy itself will have a power of its own to touch the hearts and minds not only of the 
catechumens and godparents, but the whole parish community. (see resources for 3rd Scrutiny)

The Year A readings for this Sunday lie absolutely at the heart of our faith – the resurrection of Christ, as 
first, amongst the resurrection of the dead, included when as part of the Liturgy of the Word, we this article 
as part of the Creed.  In the RCIA text, (172) it recommends that a ‘Recitation’ of the Creed (celebrated in 
final preparation for the sacraments of initiation) takes place on Holy Saturday morning. In this ritual, the 
catechumens will pray this for themselves with a group representing the community, in final preparation for 
their baptism. (see other Lent Resources). 

The Year A readings are, first, Ezekiel prophesying God’s opening of the graves, raising people up, and putting 
God’s spirit in them to make them live. The second reading, is from St Paul’s letter to the Romans, powerfully 
exhorting interest in spiritual things, saying ‘if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living 
in you.’ That in itself is fairly mindblowing. The Gospel is the raising of Lazarus, Jesus responding to Martha’s 
and then Mary’s desperate grief ‘If you had been here my brother would not have died’. He says, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ Yes Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God.’ 
In great distress, weeping, Jesus prays to his Father a prayer of thanksgiving, and cries out in a loud voice 
for Lazarus to come out of his tomb. To their utter amazement, Lazarus struggles out, in his bindings, to live 
again, as a foretaste of the final resurrection of the dead. ‘Unbind him, let him go free’ says Jesus.

Questions for reflection

•	 What connects the three readings for you today?

•	 Which words of Martha or Mary particularly touch you? What do you think of Jesus’ response? What 
does Jesus’ command to ‘unbind’ and ‘set free’ mean for our lives with one another? Where and when 
might we be called to do this?

•	 What does ‘resurrection from the dead’ as prayed in the Creed, mean for Catholics? How does it resonate 
with you?  Have you ever accompanied someone who is dying? What helped you? And them? 

As part of the session, you might like to explore the Catholic tradition of accompanying the dying, through 
prayers and liturgies, and the funeral rites. 

How might these support your faith?  What do you think is most important when talking about a ‘good death’ 
or a ‘Christian death’? 

Making connections

Though the introduction to the Period of Purification and Enlightenment stresses that Lent, for the Elect 
is more for ‘interior reflection’ rather than ‘catechetical instruction’ [cf. RCIA 126] the Homiletic Directory 
identifies the following ‘resonances’ with the Catechism:

CCC 992-996: the progressive revelation of resurrection

CCC 549, 640, 646: raisings a messianic sign prefiguring Christ’s Resurrection

CCC 2603-2604: the prayer of Jesus before the raising of Lazarus

CCC 1002-1004: our present experience of resurrection

CCC 1402-1405, 1524: the Eucharist and the Resurrection

CCC 989-990: the resurrection of the body
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